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 You may have seen him at mass last year helping the choir 

or substituting. This year, Mr. Thomas Gregory is a full-time 

religion teacher and volunteers his time to prepare the choir for 

mass every week. He believes that God called him to be at Juan 

Diego Academy. “It is where I am meant to be,” says Mr. 

Gregory. He has a passion and love for his job stating, “Before I 

became Catholic in 2010, I was actually a youth minister in the 

Methodist church for about 6 years. That's always been the 

trajectory of my life and what I wanted to do, teach people about 

Jesus.” 

Not only does he love what he does, but Mr. Gregory also 

has sufficient education and qualification to do so. As an 

undergraduate, he attended Columbia International University, 

and as a graduate, he is attending the Franciscan University of 

Steubenville.  

Mr. Gregory also shared his journey towards teaching 

with the Lions Roar staff. “I used to be a handful for my teachers, 

but when I turned 18 I became serious about my faith and fell in 

love with learning.” Ever since then, he has wanted to share what 

he feels with others, in the hopes that they, too, will be as 

passionate and engaged about Jesus. When asked about his 

method of teaching, Mr. Gregory says, “I model teaching after 

the way Christ taught.” He also understands that a person’s 

worth comes from God’s love and that it is important for others 

to have a passion and desire to learn and live as a disciple of Jesus 

Christ. 

TEACHER FOCUS                                                                          

BY ANGEL GOMEZ, STAFF WRITER 
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What’s happening with JDA parents?  Quite a 

bit!  The Lion’s Roar staff sat down with parent 

extraordinaire, Julie Felix, who is not only a parent of 

a student here at our campus, but also our beloved 

secretary. “I love JDA.  There are good teachers and 

the atmosphere is really nice,” Ms. Felix said.  She 

helps out with parental involvement projects 

whenever she gets a chance.  “I try to help out and will 

do whatever I can to help,” Ms. Felix said when asked 

about how she plans to help with the prom and 

graduation. 

Ms. Felix said that the next parent project is 

the Gala.  “It’s in November in the gym,” she said.  

Parents are actively preparing for the big event.  “The 

theme is Noche de Rosas,” she said with excitement.   

Ms. Felix said that tickets are $125 and the money 

benefits our JDA campus.    “I will help any way I can, 

along with other parents, to make the event 

memorable and fun!” Ms. Felix exclaimed. 

 We are blessed to have dedicated parents 

helping out at JDA every day! 

PARENT NEWS 

BY ERIK RODRIGUEZ, STAFF WRITER 
 

OFFICE NEWS   BY ANDREA TORRES, STAFF WRITER 

 

The JDA administrative office is run like a fine-tuned machine.  Mr. Lugaresi and Ms. Felix are  

constantly aware of all the events and programs at JDA.  When asked about fall events, Ms. Felix said, “We 

had Pro-Life Day, October 17, which is the day we kick off awareness of JDA’s Pro-Life Campaign; Red Ribbon 

Week was October 21 to 25; club and sports pictures are going to be scheduled soon.”   Of course, the admin 

staff also offered news about quarter exams every 9 weeks. “We always have early release the whole week,” 

they added.  They are also aware of all the class spirit days and announce them ahead of time.  “We have class 

spirt days all throughout the month,” Ms. Felix said.  The staff also keeps us aware of PSAT tests as well as 

other events. “We had a blood drive on October 23, 11 AM TO 2:15 PM,” said Ms. Felix, “which was announced 

by Mr. Lugaresi during morning announcements.” 

Students need to listen to daily announcements to be aware of upcoming events.  A few of the rooms 

have technical difficulty with announcements, but Ms. Felix said the school office staff is working to resolve the 

issue.  

Finally, the office is in charge of informing parents of upcoming events.  “We notify parents of any 

upcoming events through our website and emails.  If parents have any questions or concerns, they can just send 

an email or call the office.”   Ms. Felix added that parents are welcome to talk with Mr. Lugaresi whenever they 

wish to discuss any questions. He has because he has an open door policy. Our office staff is always available to 

help. 

 Our school would be lost without the help of our outstanding JDA administrative team! 
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JDA IS GOING BACK  

TO THE FUTURE 

BY EDGAR RIVERON, STAFF WRITER 
 CUTTING-EDGE SCIENCE PROGRAM 

 JDA has plenty of interesting things going on this year with the science department. With 

the additions of two new teachers, Ms. Baez and Ms. Garza, the science department is at its peak. 

With new teachers come innovative ideas, and top-notch science education, with interactive science 

labs, students are getting first-hand experience with science at its finest.  

 Sophomores this year are starting to learn about elements and how they affect certain 

solutions. They participated in labs about how different solutions have different densities, and it 

was a hit. “I just loved the ability to see first-hand how the different science machines worked,” 

said tenth-grader Kassandra Emily Vela. They have been learning about things that are fun and 

at the same time educational. 

 In addition to teaching science, Ms. Garza will be the club sponsor for Health Occupations 

Students of America (HOSA) this year.  “We are excited about this new opportunity,” said JDA 

senior Marcela Cerda.  Indeed, everyone is looking forward to our new extracurricular science 

offering this year, as well as all the lessons and labs in JDA’s science program: aquatic science, 

physics, health science, anatomy and physiology, chemistry, and biology. 

 Like a proton, our science department is always positive! 

 

JDA  MATH 

BY MATEUSZ ROZEK, STAFF WRITER 
 

Juan Diego Academy is blessed to have an outstanding math 

program. The Lion’s Roar staff recently interviewed Mr. O’Brien, our 

campus math teacher, to find out more about our superior math 

offerings. 

“We currently have AP Calculus A/B and both Pre-Ap and 

regular sections of geometry, Algebra II, pre-calculus and Algebra I,” 

said Mr. O’Brien. “These are all college-prep classes and prepare us for 

the rigors of higher-level math classes in the future.” Mr. O’Brien 

added, “Our courses would be considered college-prep level since we try 

to gear everything towards building skills for the TSI exam and 

ACT/SAT so students can work on dual-credit classes.” Currently, there 

is no dual enrollment for math classes, but students who qualify can take 

STC math classes online. 

Mr. O’Brien also sponsors the Mechanical Lions Robotic Club 

after school, which will begin meeting in January 2020. “I really want 

students to be able to learn all about robotics,” he said. The robotics club 

lost their sponsor this year and Mr. O’Brien quickly stepped up to the 

job.  He believes in students, in the school, and in the clubs. 

 Mr. O’Brien is an important asset to Juan Diego Academy and 

we appreciate his dedication to our student body. 
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How do you write a poem? 

First, you must decide what format to follow such as Limerick, Haiku, Epic, Free Verse, or any other 

format.  After you have chosen your format of the poem, start writing. What? Just like that? Can it be 

whatever? Yes, it is truly that easy. Although to write a good poem is another story; poems can be inspired by 

even the most mundane of things. After you’ve gathered your thoughts, write, revise, and see your end result. 

 

 Here’s an example of a poem that I wrote in 30 minutes or less: 

 
Dreaded End 
A city away lay away 
With fright per day 
King and crown controlled by fear 
Scared to the bone for them to appear 

 
A hero stoked 
With courage evoked 
The crazy foe 
Causing woe 

 
Armageddon awoke 
Swords spoke 
Bloody fight took ‘em away 
With none left at the end of the day 

 
This poem was inspired by a short story that I wrote in my spare time about a hero named Faust who arrives in 

a city that is being invaded by outside forces.  It’s easy to see that you can just jot down a few words that are on 

your mind, and in a matter of minutes you have a poem!   Now it’s your turn.  Try your hand at poetry. It’s fun 

and exciting to do what Shakespeare did! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

POET’S CORNER 

BY JUAN LOPEZ, STAFF WRITER 
 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

BY NATALIA ABOYTES, STAFF WRITER 

 National Honor Society: a name associated with prestige, success, leadership, and achievement.   

 

The JDA National Honor Society is an organization for academically-advanced students.  “Traditionally, our 

NHS students have assisted in tutoring other students who are falling behind in their classes,” said Dr. 

Kathleen Carroll, NHS advisor.  “They also help with the food drive at Thanksgiving,” she added.   

 

“While academics are important, character is the main quality we look for in an NHS candidate,” said Dr. 

Carroll.  “Character is what makes you a good citizen. You do the right thing when nobody else is looking,” 

Dr. Carroll added.  

 

Many students want to belong to the NHS, but only a few are chosen.  “In our school, only ten percent are 

chosen for NHS,” said Dr. Carroll.  Students wishing to belong to this organization must have the desire to 

make the school and the community better.” 

 

The students at JDA will continue the tradition of excellence and community spirit to make our world a better 

place. 

 

 

CHARACTER  

SCHOLARSHIP 

LEADERSHIP 

SERVICE 
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         OUR CATHOLIC IDENTITY 

                 BY MARCELA CERDA, STAFF WRITER 
  It’s clear that religion is what’s at the core of our school community. Mr. Thomas Gregory is the 

teacher who, along with Father Alex, helps with the religious programs here at JDA. Not only does Mr. 

Gregory help run the masses we have every Wednesday but he also makes sure that the masses run smoothly, 

and sponsors the “Right to Life Club.” 

 If we want to get to really know the school and the community that surrounds us, we need to 

understand our Catholic identity, and Mr. Gregory is here to help us with this objective as a religion teacher. 

He teaches us the importance of the Holy Days of Obligation, such as all Saint’s Day on November 

1.  Furthermore, Mr. Gregory would like for us to focus on the Blessed Virgin because our school is named 

after Juan Diego, who had a vision of the Virgin Mary in Mexico City. “I hope to place a shrine to the Blessed 

Virgin in every classroom.”   Mr. Gregory also plans to help students who are struggling with their faith.  

“We have to choose to love Him,” he said, and added, “there is no such thing as a perfect Catholic.”  JDA is 

fortunate to have Mr. Gregory and Father Alex help us acknowledge and understand our Catholic identity. 

 

 
SOUTH TEXAS COLLEGE OFFERS 

FAFSA ORIENTATION 
BY LIONS ROAR STAFF WRITERS 
 

Kayla Castillo and Javier Guajardo 

STC Financial

l Aid 

Specialist 

  

 The South Texas College Office of Financial Aid provided a Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) orientation and 

application session for Juan Diego Academy senior students on October 

2, 2019, from 6:00-7:00 pm.   Dr. Kathleen Carroll and Mr. Gerald 

Lugaresi assisted during the orientation.  Kayla Castillo and Javier 

Guajardo, financial aid specialists with STC student financial services, 

helped JDA seniors understand the process and the requirements of the 

application process for assistance with college tuition.   

 In addition to the FAFSA paperwork, students need their social 

security numbers, previous year’s tax information, and a mailing 

address in order to complete the application.  “FAFSA opened the online 

application for seniors on October 1, 2019, and it will stay open until the 

first week in July 2020,” said Castillo.   FAFSA acceptance criteria is 

based on financial need and on the timeliness of submitting the online 

application.  “I am so glad STC and JDA came together to help us 

answer our FAFSA online questions,” said Dario Jimenez, JDA senior.  

The session and the information were beneficial to all who attended. 

 

 

   
 
Seniors Ana Carolina Cano, Dario Jimenez, and Alexis Ochoa work on 
submitting FAFSA applications in the JDA computer room October 2, 2019. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexis Ochoa, Dario Jimenez, and 

Madeline Mercado attend the 

FAFSA orientation system. 

 

 


